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INTERACT

M elbourne Indesign unites 
showrooms and pop-up 
spaces across the city 

in four distinct design precincts, 
active for the duration of the event: 
Friday 22 – Saturday 23 August, 
10am – 6pm. Rather than the 
traditional trade hall dynamic, 
brands and suppliers have free 
reign to embellish their venues 
and express brand and culture 
creatively, as well as collaborating 
on installations, hosting relevant 
workshops, talks, demonstrations 
and welcoming hospitality.

The four precincts for 
Melbourne Indesign 2014 are: 
Collingwood, Fitzroy, Melbourne 
CBD and Richmond. As well as 
the familiar faces of Flinders 
Lane, Melbourne CBD will include 
Galleria; a multi-level converted 
warehouse super studio that 
will include exhibitions from 
Archilux, Satelight, Savage 
Design and Stormtech, to name 
a few. The venue and layout will 
feel somewhere between ‘so 
Melbourne’ and ‘so Milan’.

At the north end of Melbourne 
CBD, Corporate Culture are 
headlining as Major Sponsor to 
the Launch Pad national emerging 
design competition this year. Not 
only will they have their latest 
ranges on show, but will also be 
hosting the exhibition of Launch 
Pad finalists’ prototypes. See the 
best of the new generation.

Heading into the inner-north, 
there’s been so much movement to 
Fitzroy and Collingwood that, for 
the first time, they’re bustling with 
enough showrooms and design 
energies to merit two separate 
precincts. Some highlights include 
Interstudio’s new space in Fitzroy, 
and the newly merged Café Culture 
+ Insitu, with their new space in 
Collingwood sure to impress.

East of the city, Richmond is an 
established high-energy design 
hub, with exhibitors including 
Artedomus, Arthur G, CDK Stone 
and Pad Furniture – formerly 
Image Interiors, who now have 
a whole new product range, 
showroom and atmosphere to 
match the new brand identity. 
We’re also excited to welcome 
Designer Rugs to the Richmond 
precinct. Their designs can’t 
help but be arrestingly gorgeous, 
so be sure to explore their new 
showroom at Melbourne Indesign.

The DQ Design Collective will 
be a special experience bridging 
all four design precincts. As in 
previous years, the DQ Design 
Collective will showcase the work 
of Australian designers, but this 
year, includes Australian products 
across the entire event. Visitors 
can keep an eye out for the 
specially labeled products as 
they visit different showrooms, 
or experience the Australian focus 
by travelling along the dedicated 
DQ Design Collective trail.

Galleria is a Milan-style 
super-studio concept that proved 
exceedingly popular at its Sydney 
Indesign 2013 premiere. There, 
Galleria had a distinctly Sydney 
feel as it took over an old train 
workshop in the creative, young 
inner west. Likewise, 2014 will 
feel distinctly Melbourne, as the 
Melbourne Indesign team has 
acquired an abandoned, multi-
storey warehouse in the CBD, 
which will be reworked as an 
immersive design space, hosting 
high-end local and international 
exhibitors alike.

Galleria will be open from 
10am - 6pm both days, housing 
a lively mixture of brands, product 
launches, The Project installations 
and interactive events.

R eturning this year to 
Melbourne is the Asia 
Pacific region’s favourite 

commercial design event, the 
all-new Saturday in Design, 
now Melbourne Indesign: The 
Event. The new name unites the 
event globally, with Indesign: 
The Event including Singapore 
and Hong Kong Indesign, as 
well as Melbourne, Sydney and 
Brisbane Indesign. This evolution 
premiered in Sydney last year, 
with record numbers nearing 
8,500 visitors.

Melbourne Indesign is already 
promising two days packed with 
its trademark design attractions: 
design precincts, activated 
showrooms, product launches, 
The Project installation series, 
free hop-on/hop-off bus travel, 
experiential branding, design 
trails, international guests and a 
festival atmosphere. This is the 
strong, high-value offering that 
has enticed the Melbourne design 
community out of their studios for 
the past decade.

In 2014, exciting new additions 
to Melbourne Indesign include 
Galleria; a Melbourne take on 
the Milan-style ‘super studio’, 
as well as an expanded DQ 

INDESIGN: THE EVENT

MELBOURNE 2014

Melbourne’s most 
well-designed weekend.
22 – 23 August 2014

Book your date
with design

Melbourne Indesign is free to attend, 
all you need to do is pre-register at 
melbourneindesign.com.au. This provides 
you with an all-access-pass to the event 
programmes*, showrooms and their 
activities on the day. It also entitles you to 
free all-day travel on the Melbourne Indesign 
hop-on/hop-off shuttle buses.

Make sure to pre-register online before 
Monday 18 August. You will receive a 
personalised pass, skip the queues AND 
go in the running to win gorgeous early 
registration prizes from select exhibitors. 
Head online now: melbourneindesign.com.au

* Some event programming is ticketed. See 
the program at melbourneindesign.com.au 

Design Collective; a showcase 
of Australian design. A new 
partnership with Dulux means 
The Project installation series  
will have a greater presence  
than ever before. The knowledge-
sharing element has been 
expanded to include workshops, 
architecture and photography 
tours, demonstrations, talks 
and seminars, with guest 
programming by the editors of 
Indesign and Habitus magazines.

Unlike most international 
design trade events, Melbourne 
Indesign’s unique approach 
balances its international 
vantage with a firm sense of 
local belonging. The curation of 
exhibitors includes the high-
end of respected global brands 
tempered with the most exciting 
emerging local design houses. 
Attend the quieter preview day 
on Friday, the bustling main 
event day on Saturday, or both. 
You’ll see why this has become 
not only the industry’s favourite 
design trade event, but a richer, 
stimulating way to network, 
socialise, do business, exchange 
ideas, learn, and generally live 
and love design.

THE DESIGN PRECINCTS

COLLINGWOOD
FITZROY

MELBOURNE CBD
RICHMOND

Clockwise from 
top left / SeehoSu 
Showroom, Surry 
Hills precinct during 
Sydney Indesign 
2013; 69 O’Riordan 
Street, Alexandria 
precinct during Sydney 
Indesign 2013
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T he Project is Indesign: The 
Event’s lively installation 
series, drawing thousands 

of industry visitors in Sydney, 
Melbourne, Brisbane, Singapore 
and Hong Kong since 2008. It 
works by pairing designers, 
architects, artists in any 
discipline, design studios and 
other diverse creative teams with 
Indesign: The Event exhibitors. 
Together, they respond to a 
loose theme with an engaging 
installation, featured as a 
highlight throughout Indesign:   
The Event.

The theme for The Project 
at Melbourne Indesign 2014 is 
‘Inception’: “From false starts 
and crumpled paper to accolades 
and applause. Sometimes a day’s 
work is fruitless daydreams and, 
sometimes, it is the INCEPTION.”

The Project has always given 
rise to a very diverse set of 
interpretations and mediums – 
interactive, temporal, projections, 
special builds, visual illusions, 
utilising a certain product, 
dramatising a space. These 
will reach new heights of 
exposure and impact this year 
with the introduction of Dulux 
as the Major Sponsor.

N ow in its tenth year, this 
annual competition and 
mentoring program for 

emerging designers attracts 
over a hundred fully-developed 
prototype submissions every year. 
See the exhibition of finalists’ 
prototypes at Corporate Culture, 
the Major Sponsor of Launch Pad 
2014, within the Melbourne CBD 
precinct. Read more about Launch 
Pad 2014 and its ten-year legacy 
on p.36 

In collaboration with 
Melbourne Indesign 2014, 
DQ will bring together a 

discussion panel of distinctly 
Melbourne design identities to 
debate and voice their opinion 
on a hot-button industry issue. 
Each figure represents the height 
of their disciplines including: 
design and making, retail and 
distribution, manufacturing 
and specifying. A sneak peak of 
confirmed panelists include: Dale 
Hardiman, Adam Lynch, Anna 
Drummond  and Ross Gardam. 
Stay tuned for  further panelists 
to be revealed in the lead up 
to Melbourne Indesign 2014 at 
melbourneindesign.com.au

T his year’s event will have 
a greater knowledge 
sharing component than 

ever before. The programming 
is divided into WorkLife and 
LiveLife, curated by the editors of 
Indesign and Habitus magazines, 
respectively, in conjunction with 
Melbourne Indesign. 

WorkLife is all about workplace 
design issues, comprising 
seminars that approach this from 
markedly diverse angles. These 
include ‘Indesign in Discussion: 
8 Chifley’, hosted by Dr. Paul 
McGillick of Indesign magazine, 
and ‘Privacy and Community in 
the Workplace’, a topical seminar 
that puts an organisational 
psychologist and an ABW (Activity 
Based Working) specialist 
architecture firm head-to-head.

‘Indesign in Discussion: 8 
Chifley’ brings the pages of 
Indesign magazine to life with 
an informal, highly-interactive 
series of presentations and panel 
discussion from the key teams 
behind 8 Chifley, a new Sydney 
CBD project.

For the first time ever, there will 
be live, mobile voting for the 
People’s Choice Award. Simply 
download the Melbourne Indesign 
app (available in August), and 
you’ll be able to vote for your 
favourite Project installation 
on the day, as you go. Another 
exciting development is the 
introduction of a small visual 
cue in the installations. Each 
Project team will receive sample 
pots of paint from a new colour 
palette Dulux will be launching 
at Melbourne Indesign, and will 
be able to incorporate these in 
any way they please. It will be 
interesting to see how this small 
visual link unites what is sure to 
be a wildly imaginative range of 
Inception-themed installations.

Make sure you see these 
collaborations come to life - 
find out who is taking part at 
melbourneindesign.com.au

THE PROJECT
Creative teams
collaborate for ‘Inception’

Launch Pad: 
The emerging 
designer showcase

INSIDERS

Sharing Knowledge at Melbourne Indesign

8 Chifley was especially chosen 
as something the Melbourne 
industry would be both interested 
in and relatively unfamiliar with – 
and because of its unique design 
requirements.

‘Privacy and Community in the 
Workplace’ takes a highly original 
approach to this topical issue. It 
takes, as its starting point, the 
current interest in extroverts 
and introverts, and connects 
this psychological dichotomy to 
modern workplaces, open plan 
environments and productivity.

On the other end of the 
spectrum is LiveLife, with a 
program broadly encompassing 
the spirit of Habitus magazine. 
This includes a seminar series 
that focuses on residential 
architecture and the concept of 
‘living in design’. The topics and 
speakers have yet to be revealed, 
but if last year’s LiveLife at 
Sydney Indesign is anything to 
go by, it will be clever and 
enriching for the local and 
regional designscape. The 
speakers at LiveLife, Sydney 

Indesign 2013 ranged from 
town planners and developers, 
architects and designers to 
architectural photographers, 
representatives from historic 
housing trusts, and even a 
comedian – Tim ‘Rosso’ Ross, 
in his lesser known role of mid-
century design aficionado. 

The topics included ‘Ant Heap 
or Home?’, looking at multi-
residential living in the 21st century; 
‘Adaptive Reuse: Is Old the New 
New?’, looking at issues around 
protecting and repurposing 
old architecture; ‘Living in the 
Suburbs’, examining what makes a 
good suburb, and whether ‘garden 
suburbs’ are still feasible, and 
‘Place-making in Australia 2013. 
Register at melbourneindesign.
com.au to be the first to hear 
the programming for LiveLife at 
Melbourne Indesign 2014.

[Some of these events will 
be ticketed, so keep an eye on 

the Melbourne Indesign website 
for WorkLife/LiveLife  

programming updates]

THINKTANK Clockwise from top 
left / The Project, 
Saturday in Design 
2012, Melbourne, 
Temperature Design, 
Archilux and Clare 
Cousins, Photo: Nicole 
England; WorkLife 
panel discussion hosted 
by Dr. Paul McGillick 
at the Indesign Podium: 
Galleria, Sydney 
Indesign 2013, designed, 
manufactured and 
constructed by europanel, 
Geyer and The Initiative, 
Photo: John Doughty, 
Spy Photography; ‘The 
Horologist’ designed 
by Robert Pereira for 
Launch Pad 2013, 
Sydney Indesign; The 
Project by Insitu and Via 
Architettura, Saturday in 
Design, Melbourne 2012, 
Photo: Nicole England
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